
English 9       Name ________________________ 
Mrs. Thomson          Block _______ 
 

Research Project: People with “Disabilities” or “Differences” 

Like Adam in the movie “The Boy Inside” and Christopher in The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-

time many people have some type of disability or difference.  Choose a famous or successful person who 

has some kind of disability (either mental or physical) and conduct some research, at the library and on-

line. Then, write 1-2 paragraphs on your chosen person.  Your paragraphs should contain the following 

information: 

1.  Identify the person you have chosen (name, occupation, time and place he or she lived) 

2. Identify the disability this person is thought to have had.  Give a brief description of this 

disability (one-two sentences only, not a full paragraph please!) 

3. Identify any ways this disability might have had an impact on this person’s life and work (did it 

provide social or professional obstacles?  Did it perhaps provide social or professional 

assistance?) 

4. Identify the contribution this person made to the world or their community. 

Your paragraph(s) need to have a topic sentence and a concluding sentence, and the sentences in 

between must all be unified (on topic) and coherent (logically organized with transition words that make 

your sentences flow smoothly from one to another).  Check to make sure that each sentence is 

complete. (10 marks) 

You will also briefly present your research to the class, in which you state whom you researched and 

summarize your findings.  You will not be allowed to have ANY notes for this presentation (ie. you may 

not just read your paragraph to the class.  Your presentation should be clear, organized, well-paced and 

you must project your voice so that it can be heard by everyone in the class, and it should be engaging. 

(5 marks) 

The following websites are a starting point for your research.  Once you have identified your person, 

sign up with me so that we have some variety.  No more than 2 people may research the same person 

(and preferably there will be no duplicates!). 

 Independence. org 

http://www.independenceinc.org/SiteResources/Data/Templates/t1.asp?docid=514&DocName

=Home%20Page 

 Famous People with disabilities http://www.familyvillage.wisc.edu/general/famous.html 

 Disabled World http://www.disabled-world.com/artman/publish/article_0060.shtml 

 Kid’s Corner http://iidc.indiana.edu/cedir/kidsweb/fpwdinfo.html 

 American Association of People with Disabilities 

http://www.aapd.com/site/c.pvI1IkNWJqE/b.5406299/k.FBCC/Spotlight.htm 
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